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Programme in Brief 
 

 

Thursday 

19 Mar 

6.30  –  7.30pm 

8.00 – 10.00pm 

 

Poems with Pzazz - Pzazz4 launch & readings 

The Moon Wrapped in String                    

  Robert Garnham   

Words & Music 

  Bob Devereux   

Alice Cross CC 

Alice Cross CC    

 

Friday   

20 Mar 

 

 

 

10.00am – 1.00pm 

2.30   – 3.30pm 

 

4.30   – 5.30pm 

 

7.00   – 8.00pm 

8.30   – 9.30pm 

 

Writing Workshop - Rosie Jackson 

All the Missing Names of Love 

  Reading - Jean Atkin & Roselle Angwin  

Two Girls and a Beehive 

  Reading - Rosie Jackson & Graham Burchell 

Inua Ellams - poet, playwright, performer 

Vanessa Kisuule - ‘Empress of Blag’,  

Queen of Slam 

 

Pavilions 

Pavilions 

 

Pavilions 

 

Pavilions 

Pavilions 

 

Saturday   

21 Mar 

 

10.00am – 1.00pm 

10.00am – 1.00pm 

11.00am-12.00pm 

 

2.00   – 3.30pm 

4.00   – 5.00pm 

 

 

6.30   – 7.30pm 

8.30   – 9.30pm 

 

Writing Workshop -  Inua Ellams 

Writing Workshop - Jean Atkin 

Readings and prizegiving for 

Young Poets competition - free event 

Open Mic - free event 

Reading - Hannah Lowe  

plus intro to the Poetry Archive with  

Tracey Guiry 

2020 Competition results – free event 

HEADLINE READING - Liz Berry 

 

Pavilions 

Pavilions 

Bitton House 

 

Pavilions 

Pavilions 

 

 

Pavilions 

Pavilions 

 

Sunday 

22 Mar 

 

10.00am – 1.00pm 

10.00am – 1.00pm 

2.30   – 3.30pm 

 

4.00   – 5.00pm 

6.00   – 7.00pm 

8.00 – 10.00pm 

 

Writing Workshop - Hannah Lowe 

Writing Workshop - Liz Berry 

Grey Hens Give Voice 

  Readings - Grey Hen Press – free event 

Poems in Other Languages 

Reading - Dawn Gorman & Tom Sastry 

Festival Slam presented by Tim King 

 

Pavilions 

Pavilions 

Pavilions 

 

Pavilions 

Pavilions 

Pavilions 

 

           Ticket information 

and map - see final page 
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FESTIVAL PROGRAMME 

 

Welcome to Teignmouth’s seventh annual poetry festival! As always, we have tried to tailor each 

festival day into a shape that fits our visitors and friends.   

Regulars will notice some changes this year. Two of our favourite venues are out of action: TAAG at 

last has a permanent home but there’s major building work going on, and the Ice Factory is still 

without a lift, but we’re hoping to use the ground floor as an ad hoc lunchtime meeting place. So we 

are grateful to the Alice Cross Community Centre and Bitton House, HQ of the Town Council, for 

alternative venues. Thanks also to Nikki and her staff at The Pavilions for their flexibility. Please bear 

with these one-off arrangements, but do tell us if there’s something we could do better!   

 

THURSDAY MARCH 19 
 

6.30 – 7.30pm                                            Alice Cross Community Centre                                     £3.00 

POEMS WITH PZAZZ  

Pzazz4 is the latest anthology of home-grown poetry, compiled by Veronica Aaronson.  Every poem 

has been heard at Poetry Teignmouth’s quarterly open mic sessions.  The event includes presentation 

of the Hillstead Trophy, awarded to the best poem with an environmental theme.  The Festival is 

most grateful to Martyn and Nikki Hillstead for their generous donation.  

 

 

8.00 – 10.00pm                                         Alice Cross Community Centre                                      £6.00 

THE MOON WRAPPED IN STRING – ROBERT GARNHAM 

 

This is the other side of Robert Garnham – thoughtful and thought-provoking. 

The Moon Wrapped in String is a long poem written and performed in honour of 

his father, who died in 2018.  It details the adventures of a young man and his 

friends working in the Australian outback at the end of the 1960s.  Sharon 

Hubbocks’ hauntingly poignant violin will accompany this work of remembrance 

and magic. 

 

AND… 

WORDS & MUSIC – BOB DEVEREUX 
 

Bob Devereux is a poet and musician, and an integral part of the St Ives Arts 

scene, organising the annual St Ives Literature Festival.  He’s been heard on 

Radio 2 and Radio 4, and appeared on regional and national TV.  His poetry 

pops up in surprising places: on handrails at the Saltash Millennium Park, 

etched in granite at Heartlands, Poole, and cast in iron beside a canal at 

Leamington Spa.  His musical connections extend as far back as The 

Incredible String Band in 1975.  Tonight he is accompanied by Ian Semple,                                   

singer / songwriter and former presenter of Coast FM’s live studio sessions. 

 FRIDAY MARCH 20  
 

2.30 – 3.30pm                                                       Pavilions Studio                                                    £6.00 

READING – ALL THE MISSING NAMES OF LOVE -  JEAN ATKIN AND ROSELLE ANGWIN  

 

Jean Atkin's new collection How Time is in Fields was published by Indigo Dreams in 

2019.  Previous publications include Not Lost Since Last Time (Oversteps Books), and 

six poetry pamphlets.  Recent work has appeared in The Rialto, Magma, The Moth, 

Lighthouse, Agenda and Ambit, as well as being commissioned  for Radio 4 and 

featured on Claire Balding’s programme,  ‘Ramblings’.  She works  in education, 

wellbeing and community.   In 2019 she was Troubadour of the Hills for Ledbury 

Poetry Festival.  www.jeanatkin.com 

          

Roselle Angwin is a widely-published Westcountry poet and author who has 

undertaken many residencies and received various awards.  She's well-known as an 

inspiring tutor here and abroad, and her Iona writing retreats are legendary.  

Roselle's work is underpinned by her long-term immersion in both Zen and the 

Celtic bardic tradition.  Add in her passion for the other-than-human, and this 

reading from her collection, All The Missing Names of Love, is clearly going to be 

something out of the ordinary – very special.  www.roselle-angwin.co.uk  

  

4.30 – 5.30pm                                                       Pavilions Studio                                                   £6.00 

READING -  TWO GIRLS AND A BEEHIVE - ROSIE JACKSON AND GRAHAM BURCHELL 

Graham and Rosie will present poetry from their collaboration focusing on the art and life of  

Stanley Spencer.  

Rosie Jackson lives near Frome.  Previous works include What the Ground Holds 

(Poetry Salzburg, 2014), The Light Box (Cultured Llama, 2016) and her memoir The 

Glass Mother (Unthank, 2016).  Her poetry has appeared in Acumen, Ambit, 

Frogmore Papers, Poetry Ireland Review, Poetry Salzburg Review, Scintilla, Tears in 

the Fence, and many anthologies.  Rosie has taught at the University of East Anglia, 

UWE, and Cortijo Romero, Spain.  She won first prizes in Poetry Space   

competition 2019, Wells 2018 and the Stanley Spencer competition 2017. 

                                          www.rosiejackson.org.uk 

    

Graham Burchell’s first collection, Vermeer’s Corner, was published in 

the US in 2008.  After three more collections over nine years, his latest, 

Breakfast Under a Yellow-bellied Sun (Indigo Pamphlets) appeared in 

2018.  Prizes for his work include first place in the National Stanza 2015 

and the Red Shed 2018 competitions, and third place in the 2017 

Bridport Prize.  Graham was Canterbury Poet of the Year in 2012 and a 

Hawthornden fellow in 2013.  He lives in South Devon and is part of the 

Festival organising team.   

  

 

Image - Viv Wilson MBE 
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FRIDAY MARCH 20 (Cont…) 
 

 

7.00 – 8.00pm                                                      Pavilions Auditorium                                         £6.00 

 

(OR £10 FOR BOTH FRIDAY EVENING EVENTS) 

READING – INUA ELLAMS 

 

Born in Nigeria, Inua Ellams is a cross-artform practitioner: poet, 

playwright & performer, graphic artist & designer, and founder of the 

Midnight Run — an international, arts-filled, night-time, playful, 

urban, walking experience.  He is a Complete Works poet alumnus 

and a designer at White Space Creative Agency.  While his poetry is 

published by Flipped Eye, Akashic and Nine Arches, several plays have 

been published by Oberon.  Across his work, Identity, Displacement & 

Destiny are recurring themes in which he also tries to mix the old with 

the new: traditional African storytelling with contemporary 

poetry, pencil with pixel, texture with vector images.  Inua’s stage 

appearances are magnetic – not to be missed! 

 

 

 

 

 

8.30 – 9.30pm                                                      Pavilions Auditorium                                         £6.00 

 

(OR £10 FOR BOTH FRIDAY EVENING EVENTS) 

READING – VANESSA KISUULE 

 

Vanessa Kisuule is a writer, performer, burlesque artist and ‘Empress 

of Blag’.  As well as being the current Bristol City Poet, she has won a 

dozen slam titles and performed internationally in Vienna, Sweden, 

Belgium, Germany, Bangladesh and New York.  That’s in addition to 

Glastonbury and Spoken Word events all over the UK.  Vanessa has 

published two poetry collections Joyriding The Storm and A Recipe for 

Sorcery.  In 2017 she won a Jerwood Micro Arts Bursary, and her one-

woman show SEXY was developed with the support of Arts Council 

England and toured in 2018.  Sparks will fly tonight – her performances 

are electric! 

 

 

 

    

 

  

SATURDAY MARCH 21 
 

11.00am - 12.00pm                                             Bitton House                                                         FREE 

YOUNG POETS - THE NEXT GENERATION                                                                  

 

Judge Tim King will invite prizewinners from the Young Poets competition to read 

their work.  This event is part of Poetry Teignmouth’s ongoing drive to free up the 

creative urge in writers of the future. Tim is one of the Southwest’s top Spoken 

Word performers. His work ranges from the brutally honest to the deeply poignant 

via some clever and quirky word-play. Tim hosts Taking The Mic, a monthly Spoken 

Word event at the Phoenix Arts Centre in Exeter, and is a champion of young 

writers, leading workshops in schools and encouraging new talent onto the stage. 

  
 

2.00 – 3.30pm                                                      Pavilions Auditorium                                   FREE                     

POETRY OPEN MIC  

 

Yes, open to all – locals and visiting poets. A great opportunity to present new writing, or something from 

the past which you are particularly proud of… and to take the stage in Teignmouth’s most prestigious 

venue!  

 

4.00 – 5.00pm                                                      Pavilions Auditorium                                             £6.00                     

READING – HANNAH LOWE – COMPETITION JUDGE  

PLUS TRACEY GUIRY, DIRECTOR OF THE POETRY ARCHIVE 

 

Hannah Lowe’s first two collections won many accolades, establishing her 

name in the top flight of UK poets. Her most recent publication is The 

Neighbourhood (Outspoken Press, 2019).  Hannah lectures in Creative 

Writing at Brunel University – and later today will adjudicate at our Open 

competition prizegiving.  

Before Hannah’s reading, Director of the Poetry Archive, Tracey Guiry, will 

give a 15 minute presentation about the Archive – brainchild of Sir Andrew 

                                                  Motion – its recent updating and the major addition of a separate 

                                                  Children’s Poetry Archive. 

  

6.30 – 7.30pm                                                      Pavilions Auditorium                                             FREE 

COMPETITION RESULTS 

 

The Festival’s Local competition was judged by Susan Taylor and Simon Williams who will announce the 

results, present the prizes, and invite the winners to read their successful poems. Open competition Judge 

Hannah Lowe will invite short-listed poets from the 2020 Teignmouth Poetry Festival Competition to read 

their entries. She will announce the results and present the  £850 in prizes. 

 

Image Ian Beech 



 

 

SATURDAY  MARCH 21  (Cont…) 
 

8.30 – 9.30pm                                               Pavilions Auditorium                                    £10.00  

HEADLINE READING – LIZ BERRY 

 

Teignmouth has never seen or heard a poet like Liz Berry.  Her readings 

are mesmeric, enchanting, unforgettable.  It’s not just the quiet 

charisma of her stage presence or the consummate charm of her 

performance – the sheer quality of writing has lifted Liz Berry into the 

poetry stratosphere.   

The Guardian described her first collection, Black Country, published by 

Chatto in 2014, as a ‘sooty, soaring hymn to her native West Midlands’.  

Among many plaudits, it won both the Geoffrey Faber Memorial Award 

and the Forward Prize for Best First Collection.   

Her follow-up, The Republic of Motherhood (Chatto, 2018) was a Poetry 

Book Society Pamphlet choice, and the title poem won the Forward 

Prize for Best Single Poem of that year.   

One reviewer wrote, ‘Her poems sing the body electric, from the joy 

and anguish of becoming a mother, through its darkest hours to its brightest days…  They bear witness 

to that most tender of times – when a new life arrives, and everything changes.’  I crossed the border 

into the Republic of Motherhood/and found it a queendom, a wild queendom…This is a book which 

floodlights the miraculous territory every new mother finds herself having to explore.  It’s mandatory 

reading for new fathers too.   

And from an earlier poem, Homing: For years you kept your accent / in a box beneath the bed / the lock 

rusted shut by hours of elocution…  Part of Liz Berry’s unique charm is in the unaffected way she unlocks 

vowels ferrous as nails, consonants you could lick the coal from. 

‘An extraordinary poet: passionate, precise, moving and deeply real’: AL Kennedy. 

www.lizberrypoetry.co.uk 

 

 

  

SUNDAY  MARCH 22 
  

2.30 – 3.30pm                  .                                 Pavilions Studio                                                FREE 

READINGS – GREY HENS GIVE VOICE 

 

Grey Hen Press is a small independent publisher set up by Joy Howard in 2007.  From the start its output 

has been exclusively new and exciting poetry from older women.  They make a vociferous flock, with 

plenty to say – and the experience to say it with style.  Serious, lyrical, sharply observed, and with a 

wicked sense of humour – you will find it all in Grey Hen anthologies. Poets include Gill McEvoy, Rose 

Cook, Susan Taylor, Veronica Aaronson, Sheila Aldous and Jennie Osborne. www.greyhenpress.com 

 

 

SUNDAY  MARCH 22 (Cont…) 
 

4.00 – 5.00pm                                                          Pavilions Studio                                               £5.00 

POEMS IN OTHER LANGUAGES   

                    

This event, which is still almost unique among poetry festivals, has long been an audience favourite. There 

is fascination in hearing how poetry works in other tongues, spotting the rhythms and cadences or the 

mechanisms of rhyme…  We will feature work in about ten languages, read by volunteers who are either 

fluent or native speakers, with translations into English.  

             
 

6.00 – 7.00pm                                                          Pavilions Auditorium                                       £6.00 

READING – DAWN GORMAN AND TOM SASTRY               

 

Dawn Gorman devises and runs community arts events, including the 

monthly reading series Words & Ears in Bradford on Avon.  She works closely 

with other writers, artists, photographers, film-makers and musicians, and in 

collaboration with sculptor Liz Watts has been poet-in-residence at 

Edinburgh Fringe, and in numerous art galleries across the UK. Her 

collaborative film poems have been shown at festivals on four continents, 

and her latest pamphlet, Instead, Let Us Say (Dempsey & Windle) won the 

Brian Dempsey Memorial Prize 2019.  A previous pamphlet, This Meeting of Tracks, was nominated in the 

US for the Pushcart Prize.  

 

Tom Sastry was chosen by Carol Ann Duffy as one of the 2106 Laureate’s 

Choice poets. His resulting pamphlet, Complicity, was a Poetry Book 

Society choice and a Poetry School Book of the Year. His first full 

collection A Man’s House Catches Fire was published by Nine Arches 

Press in 2019. He also enjoys a growing reputation as a performer and a 

collection of his Spoken Word sets will be published by Burning Eye 

Books in Autumn 2020. 
 

  

8.00 – 10.00pm                                                       Pavilions Auditorium                                         £6.00 

POETRY SLAM WITH TIM KING  

 

We are delighted that Tim King, multiple slam winner, will present this final Festival event. A dozen top 

class Spoken Word performers will compete for cash prizes – and the honour of becoming our 2020 

Festival Slam Champion. If you’ve never been to a Slam, come and experience the raw energy of poetry 

written purely for performance – and the deeply competitive streak that emerges from within some of 

the least likely people!  

 

 

Image - Lee Allen 

Image - A S Nash 

Image -  Carly Etherington 
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TEIGNMOUTH POETRY FESTIVAL 2020 

WORKSHOPS 
places at workshops must be booked in advance  

 

 

 
FRIDAY MARCH 20 
10.00am – 1.00pm                                      Pavilions Meeting Room/Studio                       £15 

LED BY ROSIE JACKSON 

On the Edge of Vision: Poems of the Spirit:  In a time when facile optimism can be as offensive as all-

too-pervasive pessimism, how do we write poems which make use of what Yeats called ‘the spiritual 

intellect’? Inspired by writers like Zeina Hashem Beck, Marie Howe and David Scott, we will draft poems 

which try to find a Yes! to spiritual life while not denying our current political and social darkness.  

  

SATURDAY MARCH 21  
10.00am – 1.00pm                                      Pavilions Meeting Room/Studio                       £15 

LED BY INUA ELLAMS 

Inua’s workshops are delightfully unstructured.  The focus is on the sparks that fly, rather than isolating 

their point of origin.  For those of us privileged to have flown with him before we can only say you will 

emerge thoughtful, energised, fired. 

  

10.00am – 1.00pm                                      Pavilions Meeting Room/Studio                       £15 

LED BY JEAN ATKIN 

Writing Poetry Playfully: Jean Atkin will lead a workshop which will show you ways to write that harness 
both imagination and joy!  We’ll consider the importance of surprise in a poem. And confidence.  And 
decision-making. Explore, experiment, write new poems and be happy! 

 

SUNDAY MARCH 22 
10.00am – 1.00pm                                      Pavilions Meeting Room/Studio                       £15 

LED BY HANNAH LOWE  

Poems of the Ordinary-Everyday: we will read and write poems that follow everyday themes: family, 

domesticity, work… and discover how the medium of poetry can turn the ordinary into the extra-

ordinary. 

 

 

10.00am – 1.00pm                                      Pavilions Meeting Room/Studio                       £15 

LED BY LIZ BERRY  

Wish You Were Here - The Poetry of Postcards:  Join award-winning poet Liz Berry for a playful, 

practical workshop inspired by postcards. We'll uncover secrets, tell stories and explore what tiny 

poems can teach us about writing. Suitable for all levels of experience. 

 

 

TEIGNMOUTH POETRY FESTIVAL 2020 

 
Venues 

Pavilions Teignmouth – Den Crescent, Teignmouth TQ14 8BG 

Box Office 01626 249049  www.pavilionsteignmouth.org.uk 

 

 

Alice Cross Community Centre, 1-3 Bitton Park Road, 

Teignmouth, TQ14 9BT 

01626 778039 - www.thealicecross.co.uk 

 

      Bitton House, Bitton Park Road, Teignmouth, South Devon, TQ14 9DF 

01626 775030 

 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                           

http://www.pavilionsteignmouth.org.uk/
http://www.thealicecross.co.uk/


 

 

TICKETS / WORKSHOP BOOKINGS 
You can buy tickets for all events and workshops only through Pavilions Teignmouth, 

either in person, online at pavilionsteignmouth.org.uk  

or by phone on 01626 249049. 

 

Box Office Hours: Mon to Sat, 10am - 3pm, and 1 hour before a 

performance or screening. 

 

There will be a booking charge of 50p per transaction (not per individual ticket) for 

bookings in person, £1 per transaction for online/phone bookings. 

 

Unsold tickets for all events (except workshops) will be available on the door of the 

relevant venue. 
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TEIGNMOUTH POETRY FESTIVAL 2020 Venues 

Pavilions Teignmouth – Den Crescent, Teignmouth TQ14 8BG 

Box Office 01626 249049  www.pavilionsteignmouth.org.uk      

 

Alice Cross Community Centre, 1-3 Bitton Park Road, Teignmouth, TQ14 9BT 

01626 778039 - www.thealicecross.co.uk 

 

      Bitton House, Bitton Park Road, Teignmouth, South Devon, TQ14 9DF - 01626 775030 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                     Teignmouth Viewfinder www.facebook.com/Teignview 

 

www.poetryteignmouth.com 
 

                                                                       Front cover: 
                                                                                                                                 detail of photograph Blue Skies over Teignmouth 

http://pavilionsteignmouth.org.uk/
http://www.pavilionsteignmouth.org.uk/
http://www.thealicecross.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/Teignview
http://www.poetryteignmouth.com/

